
The	new	Rockwall	County	Emergency	Medical	Services’	(ambulance	service)	contract,	
which	became	effective	last	October	1,	dramatically	reduces	the	maximum	response	
time	from	eleven	to	eight	minutes	for	priority	one	calls.	Even	more	importantly,	the	
new	provision	allows	the	Rockwall	County	Emergency	Medical	Services	Board,	on	
which	our	Mayor	serves,	to	assess	Financial	penalties	for	failure	to	meet	the	contracted	
monthly	standards.	

The	previous	Five-year	contract	provided	for	a	guaranteed	maximum	response	time	of	
11	minutes	for	priority	one	calls	within	our	city	limits	but	without	any	enforcement	
clause.		Under	the	previous	contract	the	actual	response	time	often	exceeded	the	
contractual	maximum,	by	an	intolerable	30	–	45	minutes.	

The	new	enforcement	clause	works!		

In	October	2017,	RC-EMS	failed	to	meet	the	new	response	time	standard	and	were	
penalized	$17,500.	Since	then	the	RC-EMS	has	been	in	full	compliance!		

Medical	emergencies	continue	to	account	for	more	than	half	of	all	the	other	emergency	
call-types	combined.	This	is	why	RC-EMS’s	8-minute	maximum	response	time	
standard	providing	for	the	highest	level	of	care	available	is	such	a	notable	
improvement	to	public	safety	in	M-C.
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The Rockwall County EMS is an independent corporation that serves all of Rockwall County 
and is governed by the county’s Emergency Services Corporation Board of Directors.  All RC-
EMS first responders are fully certified paramedics, many with decades of experience, trained 
to perform advanced life-saving skills and authorized to administer life-saving drugs on scene.

One	of	my	duties	as	mayor	is	to	
serve	as	the	director	of	our	city’s	
Of,ice	of	Emergency	Management,	
which	focuses	on	public	safety	&	
establishes	measures	that	will	
mitigate	actual	or	potential	
hazards	which	threaten	life	and/
or	property	within	the	city.	

Accordingly,	this	newsletter,	
which	is	a	First	for	our	city,	
provides	you	with	up	to	date	
information	regarding	our	city’s	
efforts	to	enhance	public	safety	
as	well	as	encourage	citizen	
preparedness	in	the	event	of	an	
emergency	or	natural	disaster.	It	
also	includes	information	
regarding	upcoming	training	
opportunities	to	help	equip	you	
and	your	family	with	the	skills	
needed	to	take	actions	that	could	
possibly	save	the	life	of	a	loved	
one,	friend	or	neighbor.		

-Blessings,		
Robert	Steinhagen,	Mayor



Medical	emergency	calls	continue	to	
make	up	more	than	half	of	all	other	call	
types	covered	by	the	McLendon-
Chisholm	Volunteer	Fire	Department	
[MCVFD],	which	is	restricted	to	
performing	only	basic	life	saving	
services	and	can	only	“strive-for”	a	
maximum	response	time	of	nine-and-a-
half-minutes	without	any	guarantees.	

Therefore,	the	new	contract	with	the	
Rockwall	County	EMS	with	its	fully	
enforceable	guaranteed	eight-minute	
maximum	response	time	providing	for	
advanced	life-saving	services,	makes	
EMS	calls	to	the	MCVFD	unnecessary.		

Accordingly,	during	the	October	10	City	
Council	meeting	the	Fire	chief	indicated	
willingness	for	the	MCVFD	to	negotiate	
new	terms	for	the	2018	City	contract.		

Ultimatum to the City 
However,	just	two	days	following	the	
October	10	meeting,	via	text	message	
the	Fire	chief	notiFied	Mayor	Pro	Tem	
Wayne	Orchard	that	there	would	be	no	
negotiations.		Instead	the	chief	gave	the	
City	the	following	“three	non-negotiable	
options,”	which	were:	

1.Continue	the	current	level	of	
funding	and	service	($320,000)	
providing	for	two-person	
stafFing	at	the	station	Monday-	
Saturday,	7am	to	7pm;	

2.Increase	the	level	of	funding	
($329,000)	to	add	Sunday	to	the	
current	weekly	schedule;	or	

3.Return	to	24	hour	all	volunteer	
service.	

The	chief	texted	to	Orchard,		
…we	may	wait	till	after	May	to	
entertain	any	long-term	planning	
since	the	direction	of	the	council	may	
change.	

Medical Emergencies Drove Staffing 
Since	OSHA	standards	require	four	
FireFighters	to	be	on-site	before	entering	
a	structure	Fire,	the	steady	increases	in	

funding	to	the	MCVFD	was	not	focused	
on	Fire	protection	to	staff	the	station	
with	a	four-person	crew	but	emergency	
medical	services.	Before	the	recent	EMS	
contract	became	effective	last	October,	
ambulance	response	times	were	
intolerably	lengthy	and	inconsistent.			

So	in	2014	the	Council	increased	funding	
so	that	the	Fire	chief	could	man	the	
station	Mon-Fri,	8am	to	5pm,	which	
were	times	that	most	volunteers	were	
working	outside	of	the	Fire	district.		

This	ensured	that	someone	could	be	on	
scene	of	a	medical	emergency	in	a	more	
consistent	&	timely	basis,	where	basic	
medical	aid	could	begin	until	Rockwall	
County	EMS’s	advanced	life-saving	unit	
&	medical	professionals	arrived.	

$ Increases; Investment In Future
Also	in	2014	the	Fire	chief	presented	a	
six-year	timeline	to	integrate	the	MCVFD	
into	the	City,	aggressively	demanding	
more	increases	in	taxpayer	funding	for	
personnel	&	equipment	“as	an	
investment	in	the	City’s	future.”	

By	2017	the	MCVFD	had	added	four	full-
time	employees	in	two-person	shifts	to	
cover	7am	to	7pm,	Mon-Sat,	with	the	Fire	
chief	now	“part-time,”	but	at	the	same	
salary	&	making	more	than	double	what	
the	former	full-time	Fire	chief	was	paid.			

“All-volunteer”	service	from	7pm	to	7am,	
however,	continued.	

Since	2014	M-C	taxpayers	have	paid	
$709,211	to	the	MCVFD	(from	$57,000	
to	$320,650	last	year)	while	the	$67,500	
subsidy	from	the	County	has	remained	
Flat.	Though	the	majority	of	MCVFD	calls	
are	dispatched	to	the	unincorporated	
area,	as	it	accounts	for	2/3	of	the	Fire	
district,	homeowners	there	continue	to	
contribute	nothing	to	their	Fire	safety.	

Bait & Switch
Last	November,	the	Fire	chief	announced	
that	the	MCVFD	would	not	to	become	
part	of	the	City	after	all	&	will	retain	all	
City-funded	assets.	

An Unaccountable City Contractor
The	MCVFD	has	also	backed	out	of	its	
agreement	to	a	City	funded	certiFied	
audit	by	an	independent	accounting	Firm	
going	back	Five	years	opting	instead	to	
have	a	CPA	of	their	choosing	perform	an	
audit	going	back	one	year.	Four	months	
later,	there’s	no	sign	of	any	audit.	

Now	the	MCVFD	has	declared	that	
Financial	audits	will	only	be	allowed	on	
new	contracts	going	forward,	and	only	
by	a	CPA	of	their	choosing.	

Another Open Door to Negotiate
In	February	the	MCVFD	appeared	to	
have	accepted	a	proposal	to	authorize	
two	of	its	active	members	(excluding	the	
Chief)	to	meet	with	two	Council	
representatives	(excluding	the	Mayor)	
who	would	be	granted	full	authority	to	
negotiate	&	make	decisions	absent	the	
membership	or	Fire	chief,	which	the	
Council	had	already	granted	to	Mayor	
Pro	Tem	Wayne	Orchard	and	Council	
Member	Scott	Turnbull.	

Despite	the	fact	that	neither	one	are	
listed	on	any	membership	roster	as	of	
March	22	nor	were	they	granted	any	
decision	making	authority,	the	Fire	chief	
sent	two	outspoken	critics	of	the	City	
Council	to	negotiate	on	the	MCVFD’s	
behalf.	The	lead	negotiator,	who	lives	
next-door	to	the	Fire	chief	in	the	
unincorporated	area	of	the	Fire	district,	
has	posted	outrage	over	the	City’s	efforts	
to	try	and	force	those	outside	the	city	to	
start	contributing	to	their	Fire	safety,	
demanding	instead	that	M-C	taxpayers	
continue	to	foot	the	bill.	

Negotiating in Bad Faith
For	more	than	eight	weeks	the	MCVFD’s	
negotiating	team	engaged	in	shell	game	
tactics.	Three	Special	Council	meetings	
were	held	to	expedite	approval	on	what	
were	supposed	to	be	Final	offers	but	each	
time	the	Council	gave	its	approval	the	
MCVFD’s	contract	terms	changed.	

Latest Contract Offer
On	March	20,	2018,	the	City	presented	
the	MCVFD	with	a	contract	that	is	
identical	to	its	current	one	with	
Rockwall	County,	which	offers	the	same	
per	annum	funding	as	the	County.			

The	MCVFD	serves	the	entire	,ire	district.	
As	of	November	2017	its	district	went	
from	two	parts	to	just	one.	By	signing	the	
one	year	County	contract	it	obligated	
itself	to	continued	service	to	the	entire	
,ire	district	through	September.		

UPDATE:	Fire Services Contract



Based	on	its	current	structure,	MCVFD’s	volatility	and	
unwillingness	to	be	accountable	proves	them	an	
undependable	City	partner	for	any	long-term	Fire	service	

solution.	

Under	the	leadership	of	Council	
Member	Adrienne	Balkum,	who	
proposed	a	Fire	protection	feasibility	
study	back	in	October,	a	committee	
comprised	of	citizens	from	around	the	
community	was	approved	in	March	and	
has	been	meeting	for	this	purpose.	

With	expert	help	and	guidance	from	
career	practitioners	in	the	Field	of	

FireFighting,	Fire	protection	planning	and	Fire	department	

development,	the	committee	has	begun	a	comprehensive	
review	of	historical	data	and	will	also	be	evaluating	growth	
projections	as	they	plan.				

Bottom	line,	this	citizens	committee	has	been	charged	with	
the	task	of	providing	one	or	many	possible	public	safety	
solutions	that	will	address	the	current	and	future	needs,	as	
well	as	establishing	measurable	outcomes	to	allow	for	
annual	assessments	as	a	means	to	ensure	that	the	dynamic	
public	safety	needs	of	the	community	are	being	met.		

Contingency Planning
If	the	need	should	arise,	the	McLendon-Chisholm	City	
Council	and	OfFice	of	Emergency	Management	is	prepared	to	
bring	in	temporary	Fire	protection	services	to	protect	our	
city	until	a	permanent	solution	can	be	enacted.

Planning for M-C’s Future Fire Safety Needs

MAYOR’S	PERSPECTIVE:	Are Your 
Smoke Detectors Operable?	
The	only	house	Fire	inside	the	city	
limits	last	year	literally	hit	close	to	
home	as	it	happened	to	my	neighbor	&	
close	personal	friends.	

Their	college-age	daughter	had	tried	to	
reheat	a	burrito	that	was	wrapped	in	
what	looked	like	paper	but	was	actually	
a	product	containing	metallic	Fibers,	&	
started	a	minor	Fire	in	the	microwave.		

She	was	able	to	put	it	out	but	threw	
away	the	superheated	burrito	in	a	
trash-can	located	inside	the	kitchen	
pantry.	Though	it	wasn’t	burning	when	
she	threw	it	away,	the	wrapping	was	
hot	enough	to	ignite	other	items	in	the	
trashcan	with	a	lower	Flashpoint	level.	

With	the	door	to	the	pantry	closed	and	
as	she	cleaned	up	the	kitchen,	my	
friends’	daughter	could	not	know	that	
just	a	few	feet	away	a	Fire	was	growing.			

She	was	soon	back	in	her	room	and	
since	the	home's	smoke	detectors	were	
inoperable	the	only	sign	of	trouble	was	
the	smell	of	smoke,	which	lingered	long	
past	the	incident.		Upon	opening	her	
bedroom	door	to	investigate	she	
discovered	a	house	full	of	smoke!			

Different Time; Different Outcome?
Had	this	event	occurred	at	midnight	the	
outcome	could	have	been	tragically	
different	since	most	house	Fire	fatalities	
occur	when	people	are	sleeping	&	
where	smoke	detectors	are	either	
absent	or	inoperable.		

Fire	could	have	easily	spread	inside	the	
home	before	any	outside	sign	of	trouble	
was	evident.	Like	most	homes	in	our	

community,	there	is	very	little	trafFic	
that	passes	through	our	neighborhood	
in	the	early	morning	hours,	which	is	
when	a	house	can	literally	go	up	in	
Flames	without	alerting	anyone.	

So	please	check	your	smoke	detectors	
regularly;	it	could	save	your	life!	

Closed Doors Make a Difference
This	particular	house	Fire	had	already	
extended	into	the	attic	by	the	time	First	
responders	from	the	M-C,	Rockwall,	&	
Royce	City	Volunteer	Fire	Departments	
could	put	it	out.		

The	kitchen	was	destroyed	&	there	was	
extensive	smoke	damage	throughout	
the	house.	However,	the	rooms	that	had	
their	doors	closed	were	in	relatively	
pristine	condition,	which	is	punctuates	

how	important	it	is	to	keep	interior	
doors	closed	at	night	when	you	are	
sleeping	&	while	you	are	away	from	
home,	as	it	can	help	control	the	spread	
of	deadly	smoke	and	destructive	Fire.

UPCOMING	RECOMMENDATION:	AED/
Stop the Bleed Kiosks 
Throughout Our Community	
In	addition	to	bringing	in	training	
opportunities	like	CPR	and	Stop	the	
Bleed,	M-C	Mayor	&	OEM	Director	
Robert	Steinhagen	is	working	on	a	
proposal	to	place	automated	external	
deFibrillators	(AED)	&	medical	
tourniquets	in	locations	throughout	the	
community,	including	neighborhoods.	

The	proposal	is	expected	to	focus	on	
raising	private	funds	from	those	within	
our	community	to	purchase	the	AED	
devices	and	have	the	city	fund,	install	
and	maintain	kiosk	locations	that	help	
prevent	theft	or	vandalism	and	
automatically	call	the	RC-EMS	to	that	
location	so	that	an	ambulance	will	be	in	
route	to	the	area	in	the	event	that	a	911	
call	comes	in	after	the	device	is	removed.	

While	some	Sheriff	patrol	cars	already	
have	an	AED	in	their	unit,	the	proposal	
will	also	work	to	ensure	that	any	unit	
that	patrols	M-C	is	equipped	with	one.		

Who	can	use	an	AED?		

AEDs	are	intended	for	use	by	the	general	
public	as	most	AEDs	use	audible	voice	
prompts	to	guide	the	user	through	the	
process.	

How	does	an	AED	work?	A	built-in	
computer	checks	a	victim’s	heart	rhythm	
through	adhesive	electrodes	and	
calculates	whether	deFibrillation	is	
needed.	If	it	is,	a	recorded	voice	prompts	
the	rescuer	to	press	the	shock	button	on	
the	AED.	This	shock	momentarily	stuns	
the	heart	giving	it	a	chance	to	resume	
beating	effectively.	Audible	prompts	
guide	the	user	through	the	process.

More	than	80	people	became	ofFicial	
Storm	Watchers	by	attending	the	
free	training	event	at	the	Rockwall	
County	Library	held	on	March	24	by	
the	National	Weather	Service.		

Let	us	know	if	you’re	interested	in	
attending	the	next	time	this	training	
is	offered	and	we	will	be	sure	to	send	
you	a	notice.

Skywarn Training 
Was A Success!



In	partnership	with	the	Rockwall	County	EMS,	the	city	of	McLendon-Chisholm	is	offering	a	
unique	3-hour	combined	course	that	covers	Family	&	Friends	CPR	and	Stop	the	Bleed	training	
for	citizens	of	McLendon-Chisholm	at	a	cost	of	just	$10	per	participant.		

Instructors	will	be	professionals	from	various	community	agencies	volunteering	their	time,	
which	include	RC-EMS,	Fate	DPS,	McLendon-Chisholm	VFD,	Baylor	Scott	and	White	Medical	
Center-Lake	Ponte.		

Classes	are	limited	to	40	students	and	the	$10	non-refundable	payment	must	be	submitted	
when	you	RSVP	online	at	www.mclendon-chisholm.com.

City of McLendon-Chisholm
Office of Emergency Management
1371 W FM 550
McLendon-Chisholm, TX 75032 

NOTE: Family & Friends CPR is a non-credentialed course meant for the lay public, meaning no course card will be provided - only a certificate of completion. 
Anyone desiring a credentialed CPR course (healthcare professionals looking to obtain or renew their CPR certification) should visit the Rockwall County EMS 
website to request a CPR class.

3hr CPR & Stop the Bleed Combined Training
SPACE IS LIMITED•Sudden cardiac arrest kills 

an estimated 200,000 
Americans each year where 
fewer than 6 percent of 
people suffering cardiac 
arrest outside a hospital 
survive. However a 2015 
study led by Duke Medicine 
shows that many of those 
lives could be saved if 
ordinary bystanders simply 
performed CPR

• The top cause of 
preventable death in 
trauma is bleeding. 20% of 
people who have died from 
traumatic injuries could 
have survived with quick 
bleeding control. 

Did You Know?

Saturday, April 28, 2018
9 AM till Noon OR 2 PM till 5 PM
at McLendon-Chisholm City Hall

http://www.mclendon-chisholm.com
http://www.mclendon-chisholm.com


April	10,	2018— During	tonight’s	City	
Council	meeting,	James	Simmons	was	
introduced	as	the	consultant	that	is	
helping	to	guide	the	city’s	Emergency	
Services	Ad-Hoc	Committee	[ESAC],	a	
citizen’s	committee	commissioned	to	
conduct	research	and	explore	options	
to	determine	how	best	to	provide	Fire/
rescue	protection	to	M-C.		

Despite	the	massive	annual	increases	
in	funding	to	the	MCVFD	over	the	past	
four	years,	no	effort	to	research	and	
understand	the	public	safety	needs	of	
our	community	(of	less	than	2,500	
citizens)	has	ever	before	been	
conducted,	nor	has	a	public	safety	plan	
ever	been	put	in	place,	despite	the	
MCVFD’s	funding	timeline	for	the	city.	

Simmons,	who	trains	professional	&	
volunteer	FireFighters	all	over	the	
world,	is	also	a	highly	sought	after	
consultant	in	helping	to	plan	and	
develop	Fire	departments	for	cities	and	
private	entities	around	the	globe.	

“He	just	so	happens	to	live	in	Rockwall	
County	and	has	offered	us	his	
experience	and	expertise,”	said	
Council	Member	Scott	Turnbull.			

FireFighting	is	literally	in	Jim	Simmons’	
blood.		In	1998	he	began	working	in	

the	Family	Business,	the	North	Texas	
Fire	Academy	where	he	has	trained	
and	equipping	FireFighters	to	excel	in	
many	specialized	areas	of	Fire	
protection.			

He	trains	in	high	angle/low	angle	
rescues,	incident	command,	
emergency	management,	driver	
operator	and	Fire	ground	tactics,	to	
name	a	few.		For	the	past	four	years	
Simmons	has	also	served	as	Rockwall	
County’s	Fire	Marshall.		

Turnbull	added,	“We	are	fortunate	to	
have	someone	of	Simmons’	caliber	
helping	to	guide	our	city	as	we	plan	for	
the	future.”	

Steinhagen	noted	that	Simmons	holds	
the	respect	of	the	MCVFD	FireFighters	
as	he	helped	train	many	of	them.	In	a	
prepared	statement	Steinhagen	said,	
“We	see	Jim	as	a	bridge-builder	with	
the	members	of	the	MCVFD	that	we	
hope	will	help	resolve	our	differences	
and	Find	solutions	that	best	serve	our	
citizens.”	

Going	Forward	

Together,	Simmons	and	the	ESAC	have	
already	begun	to	explore	more	cost-
effective	solutions	that	can	sustain	the	
new	Fire/rescue	department	long-term	

while	actually	improving	the	quality	of	
service.	

Council	Member	Adrienne	Balkum,	
who	chairs	the	ESAC	and	was	the	First	
to	reach	out	to	Simmons	for	help,	
announced	plans	to	hold	a	town	hall	
meeting	once	they	are	ready	to	
present	their	Findings	and	before	
making	Final	recommendations	to	the	
Council.			

“Besides	tonight’s	Council	vote	to	
ofFicially	form	a	new	Fire/rescue	
department,”	Balkum	stated,	“no	
decisions	have	been	made	and	no	
action	has	been	taken.”		

Should	the	ESAC	present	a	
recommendation	that	would	
necessitate	any	kind	of	long-term	
debt,”	said	Mayor	Pro	Tem	Wayne	
Orchard,	“we	will	not	move	forward	
until	or	unless	our	citizens	expressly	
consent	for	us	to	do	so,	either	through	
a	ballot	initiative,	in	the	case	of	a	bond,	
or	special	citizen	survey.”	

Balkum	added,	“Though	we	still	have	a	
lot	of	work	ahead	of	us	before	we	are	
ready	to	offer	solutions,	thanks	to	Jim’s	
help	and	expertise,	our	committee	has	
been	able	to	move	more	deliberatively	
and	at	a	faster	pace.”

M-C Utilizes Experienced Expert to
Help Plan City’s Public Safety Future

BACKGROUND:  
JAMES WILLIAM SIMMONS 

CURRENT TCFP* CERTIFICATIONS**: 
•	Driver	Operator-Aerial  
•	Advanced	Fire	Investigator  
•	Fire	OfFicer	II  
•	Driver	Operator-Pumper 
•	Instructor	III  
•	Hazardous	Materials	Technician  
•	Advanced	Fire	Inspector  
•	Advanced	Structure	Fire	Fighter  

EMPLOYMENT HISTORY: 
• North	Texas	Fire	Academy	
• Rockwall	Volunteer	Fire	Department	
• Heath	Department	of	Public	Safety	
• Sasche	Fire	Department		
• Fate	DPS,	Assistant	Chief	of	Public	
Safety	Police/Fire/Rescue	

*The	Texas	Commission	onPublic	Safety	[TCFP]	is	the	
only	regulatory	agency	in	the	state	for	,ire	protection.	
**The	TCFP	has	veri,ied	Simmons’	certi,ication	status.

James “Jim” Simmons (pictured top row, far left) on location in Saudi Arabia where he provides 
specialized training for firefighters in the oil and gas industry.



Q&A About Emergency Services Districts (ESD’s)

What	is	an	ESD?	An	ESD	is	a	separate	political	
subdivision	of	the	state	of	Texas	authorized	to	provide	
emergency	medical	services,	ambulance	services	and	
Fire	prevention.	
How	is	it	funded?	Like	Sonoma	Verde’s	Public	Utility	
District	[PID],	an	ESD	is	a	taxing	authority	which	
assesses	an	additional	tax	on	top	of	those	imposed	by	a	
City,	County,	School	District,	and	Special	Districts	(PID/
MUD)	which	is	allowed	to	set	an	additional	tax-rate	of	
up	to	ten	cents.	
Who	sets	the	tax	rate	if	an	ESD	is	formed?	A	Five	
member	“board	of	commissioners,”	would	be	appointed	
by	the	Rockwall	County	Commissioners	Court,	each	to	
serve	two	year	staggered	terms	to	govern	the	ESD	and	
annually	set	the	tax	rate.	
Would	the	ESD	Board	be	accountable	to	citizens	of	
M-C?	No,	they	are	only	accountable	to	the	County	
Commissioners	Court	and	only	every	two	years	when	
they	are	appointed	or	reappointed.	M-C	taxpayers	elect	
just	one	of	the	four	county	commissioners,	the	other	
three	are	elected	according	to	their	district	while	the	
County	Judge,	who	also	is	a	fully	voting	member,	is	
elected	“at-large,”	by	all	voters	in	the	county.	
Must	appointees	to	the	ESD	Board	be	citizens	that	
live	in	the	Rire	district?	No.	In	fact	the	majority	of	
ESD’s	in	Texas	include	members	that	do	not	live	in	the	
Fire	district.	
I’ve	heard	that	an	ESD	can	actually	lower	my	taxes.		
Is	that	true?	No.	An	ESD	is	by	deFinition	a	separate	
taxing	entity	that	is	independent	of	the	City,	which	
would	therefore	raise	taxes	that	a	property	owner	pays,	
not	lower	them.	
If	M-C	became	part	of	an	ESD	couldn’t	the	city	
council	lower	the	municipal	tax-rate	by	the	same	
amount?		Absolutely.	However,	the	chief	spokesperson	
for	the	group	that	is	leading	this	charge	is	ousted	
former	councilman	Steve	HatRield,	who	championed	
and	voted	for	the	2016	effort	to	increase	the	city	budget	
by	333%	for	a	228%	tax-rate	increase	and	then	two	
years	ago	stood	in	opposition	to	the	tax-rollback	ballot	
initiative	that	voters	approved	overwhelmingly.	Those	
pushing	M-C	to	join	an	ESD	are	not	advocates	of	M-C	
taxpayers	but	are	beholden	to	both	the	MCVFD	
leadership,	of	which	HatField	was	a	part	(when	at	the	
same	time	he	was	Treasurer	AND	Councilman	voting	for	
the	exponential	annual	increases	in	City	funding	to	
MCVFD,	despite	the	conFlict	of	interest)	and	for	the	
property	owners	outside	M-C	that	currently	pay	no	city	
taxes,	where	the	impact	of	a	ten	cent	property	tax-rate	
increase	on	them	is	substantially	different	than	for	
those	inside	the	city.	

Are	senior	citizens	&/or	veterans	exempt	from	this	
added	new	tax-rate	or	future	increases	via	tax	cap?	
No.	Should	the	city	join	an	ESD,	ALL	TAXPAYERS	will	
have	a	new	ESD	tax-rate	added	to	their	property	taxes	
each	year	and	none	are	exempted	from	tax-rate	
increases.	Tax	caps	only	apply	to	property	taxes	
imposed	by	a	City,	County,	and	School	District.	
Can	M-C	annex	the	unincorporated	areas	of	the	Rire	
district	&	turn	those	property	owners	into	
taxpayers?	NO.	M-C	is	a	General	Law	Type-A	
municipality,	which	is	prohibited	from	involuntarily	
annexing.	M-C	would	First	have	to	more	than	double	the	
current	population	to	even	be	eligible	to	become	
“home-rule.”	
Isn’t	it	likely	that	M-C	will	eventually	become	a	
home-rule	city	and	be	able	to	involuntarily	annex?	
Once	M-C	reaches	a	population	of	5,000,	voters	can	
decide	to	become	home	rule	or	not,	however	many	
cities	throughout	Texas,	some	with	populations	
exceeding	15,000,	opt	for	smaller	government	and	
remain	general	law	municipalities.	
Should	M-C	ever	become	a	home-rule	city,	are	there	
areas	that	the	city	would	not	annex?		It	is	highly	
unlikely	that	any	city	would	ever	annex	either	High	
Point	Ranch	or	High	Point	Lake	Estates,	which	are	the	
two	largest	housing	developments	in	the	
unincorporated	area	of	the	Fire	district	with	1.5	acre+	
homesites,	primarily	because	the	County,	through	a	
developers	agreement,	took	possession	of	and	is	
obligated	to	maintain	all	of	the	streets.	Annexing	these	
developments	would	transfer	that	liability,	which	
amounts	to	tens	of	millions	of	dollars,	to	the	city.		The	
increase	in	revenue	from	the	added	property	taxes	is	
just	a	fraction	of	the	long-term	Financial	liability	that	
annexing	these	properties	would	bring	in.	
Can	property	owners	in	the	unincorporated	area	of	
the	Rire	district	form	an	ESD	independently	of	the	
City?	Yes.	Should	that	happen,	the	ESD	may	also	
contract	with	the	City	to	provide	Fire	services,	which	
may	Finally	be	the	funding	vehicle	for	those	in	the	
unincorporated	area	to	begin	contributing	to	their	Fire	
safety!	
Can	M-C	pull	itself	out	of	an	ESD	once	it’s	in?		NO!	
Once	a	City	relinquishes	governing	authority	of	its	
public	safety	to	an	ESD	it	is	also	gives	up	the	right	to	
remove	itself	from	it.	
Don’t	my	City	taxes	go	to	fund	public	safety,	like	Rire	
protection	services	already?	Yes.	As	this	publication	
has	highlighted,	the	City	Council	is	working	to	ensure	
that	your	tax-dollars	are	wisely	invested	in	a	better	
quality	of	service	that	meets	the	true	needs	of	the	
community.

A	small	group	of	former	city	leaders	and	homeowners	in	the	unincorporated	area	of	M-C’s	,ire	district	calling	themselves	
“Neighbors	for	Mclendon-Chisholm"	have	begun	a	campaign	to	draw	support	from	M-C	citizens	in	hopes	of	persuading	
the	City	Council	to	join	in	the	creation	of	an	Emergency	Services	District	[ESD].	Following	are	facts	that	M-C	Taxpayers	
may	want	to	know	before	throwing	support	behind	this	effort.


