
CITY COUNCIL 
City of Mclendon-Chisholm, Texas 

Meeting Minutes 
April 10, 2018 

The City Council of the City of Mclendon-Chisholm convened in Regular Session on 
Tuesday, April 10, 2018, at City Hall, 1371 West FM 550, Mclendon-Chisholm, Texas, 
with the following members present: 

Staff Present: 

Robert Steinhagen 
Adrienne Balkum 
James Herren 
Wayne Orchard 
Sim Woodham 
Scott Turnbull 

David Butler 
Lisa Palomba 

Mayor 
Council Member 
Council Member 
Mayor Pro Tern 
Council Member 
Council Member 

City Administrator 
City Secretary 

1. Mayor Steinhagen called the meeting to order at 6:37p.m. 

2.Council Member Herren delivered the Invocation and then led the Pledge of Allegiance 
to the U.S. and Texas Flags. 

Steinhagen moved to Item 4. 

4. Proclamation. Child Abuse Prevention and Awareness Month. Mayor Steinhagen 
presented Cindy Lindley, Vice President of Children's Advocacy for Rockwall County with 
a Proclamation declaring April as Child Abuse Prevention and Awareness Month in the 
City of Mclendon-Chisholm. 

3. Steinhagen read the Rules of Decorum and reminded audience members the Rules 
are to be observed throughout the meeting. 

5. Citizens Comments. The following citizens spoke: 

Bev Stibbens, 279 Partridge Drive, remarked that she is unsure why the City needs a Fire 
Marshall as Rockwall County has always served Mclendon-Chisholm; and hiring a Fire 
Marshall seems a waste of tax dollars. 

Robert Quinn. 1401 Corrara Drive, questioned the need for a Fire Marshall. 
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Daniel Lewis. 1223 E. FM 550, commented regarding citizens not informed about City 
owned Fire Department; Council Members campaigned on open government; and cost 
for City owned Fire Department too high. 

Elaine Reynolds. 851 S. Hwy. 205, gave money to MCVFD for many years; she did not 
realize MCVFD is a business entity; MCVFD was offered a reasonable contract to merge 
with the City; she did appreciate MCVFD showing up when she was involved in a traffic 
accident and helped direct traffic; Council should look at costs. 

Lance Agee. 1509 Via Toscana, commented regarding what is cost of fire service; costs 
per month for fire service share over the City would be approximately $60 per month; City 
salaries and contract fees are more than what we would pay to MCVFD; no results yet on 
City Survey; could have formed an ESD; county areas could be annexed; Butler should 
resign; City Attorney should be terminated ; City Secretary should serve the people and 
anyone consulting regarding fire relate contractors should be fired. 

James Parnell. 621 Glen Acres; commented regarding other area fire departments and 
noted which are paid and volunteer; where will the City get the money for a fire 
department; may not be the best decision for the City. 

Mayor Pro Tern Orchard commented that everyone has questions and they will be 
answered during the meeting. 

Keith Short. 1525 Barrolo Drive, remarked that elected officials work for citizens; Council 
Members should be ashamed when making faces while citizens are speaking; compared 
to school yard bullies; Power Points full of half-facts; disgusted by eye rolls, smirks and 
tempers, looking down on citizens; if Council wants respect then they should respect 
citizens in return; and citizens are Council's bosses. 

6. Fire Marshall Position/Fire Services Consultant. Mayor Steinhagen provided 
extensive history regarding how the City arrived at the point of hiring a Fire Marshall 
including discussion on Rockwall County EMS improved response times; unsuccessful 
negotiation attempts to secure a contract with MCVFD; MCVFD offered three options to 
keep the current service, adding Sunday service or moving back to an all-volunteer 
department; county residents do not pay their fair share for fire service; MCVFD backed 
out of an audit; Fire Marshall Consultant is not an employee of the City; and quoted 
Proverbs 18:2 "A fools do not delight in understanding, but only in revealing his own mind ." 

Steinhagen introduced James (Jim) Simmons as Fire Marshal/Fire Services Consultant. 
Simmons approached the podium. Simmons background and experience were discussed 
including he serves as Rockwall County's Fire Marshal. Steinhagen indicated Simmons 
was respected by many in the fire service including members of MCVFD. Steinhagen 
noted the Fire Marshal will receive $50 per hour for services rendered. Other Council 
Members commented favorably regarding Simmons's experience and skill set and 
indicated he will be most helpful in setting up a City fire department. Simmons answered 
questions and offered additional information about himself. Council held discussion 
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regarding if merging with MCVFD will not work then the City must move forward with a 
municipal department. 

Steinhagen moved to Item 14. 

14. Fire Protection Services - Mayor Pro Tern Orchard provided information including MCVFD 
was offered a contract in the amount of $67, 000 per annum which is what MCVFD accepted to 
serve the unincorporated area of Rockwall County. There is no feedback on the contract currently. 

15. Ordinance Creating Mclendon-Chisholm Fire Rescue Department. Council 
Member Turnbull, seconded by Balkum, moved to approve Ordinance 2018-01 
creating the Mclendon-Chisholm Fire Rescue Department. Brief discussion was 
held. Council Member Turnbull said, "the message that I got is: You want fire protection. 
You want EMS Services. You want rescue services. And, if we cannot get a contract from 
our former provider than our option is to start our own. And that is what we are doing. As 
we said before, Mr. Simmons is going to help us do that. Turnbull thanked Mr. Simmons. 
A vote was cast and the motion carried unanimously. 

Mayor Steinhagen moved to Item 7. 

7. NCAA Tournament Challenge Winner. Mayor Steinhagen announced that Mayor 
Steinhagen is the 2018 NCAA Tournament Challenge Winner. However, as he is the 
Mayor, his name will not go on the plaque this year. The Mayor did encourage citizens to 
engage in next year's challenge. 

8. Approval of February 27, 2018 Minutes. This item is postponed to a future meeting . 
Minutes. 

9. Resolution Approving Purchasing Cooperative lnterlocal Participation 
Agreement. Palomba provided information regarding the potential advantages of joining 
the Purchasing Cooperative more commonly known as Buyboard. There is no cost to the 
City to join and no obligation to use Buyboard at any time. Turnbull, seconded by 
Balkum, moved to approve Resolution No. 2018-11 approving an lnterlocal 
Participation Agreement with the Local Government Purchasing Cooperative and 
Authorizing the City Administrator or his designee to enter into such agreement. A 
vote was cast and the motion carried unanimously. 

10. Street Lighting. City Administrator Dave Butler addressed Council regarding citizen 
concerns of inadequate street lighting at the intersection of S. SH 205 and Sonoma Verde. 
Butler explained there are lights on the clock tower at the Sonoma Verde Entrance but 
some residents believed the lights were bothersome so the developer turned them off at 
some point. Butler discussed the possibility of placing a street light at the entrance noting 
Oncor is willing to place two lights with no cost for installation. Oncor will charge to remove 
lights. Discussion among Council was held regarding Sonoma Verde HOA should pay the 
electric bill associated with any lights at the entrance. Further discussion was held 
regarding perhaps this is an HOA issue and not a City issue. Butler was directed to meet 
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with the Sonoma Verde developer to see if he can get resolution without the City having 
to get involved. Council requested an update on the next agenda. 

11. Resolution Establishing a Social Media Policy. Brief discussion was held regarding 
the need to establish a policy for social media use. Discussion focused on the need for 
policies on general use as well as directives on City responses to people who post on the 
Facebook page and steps to take in the instance an inappropriate post must be removed. 
Balkum, seconded by Turnbull, move to approve Resolution No. 2018-12 adopting 
a social media policy. A vote was cast and the motion carried unanimously. 

12. Archive Social Media Budget Allocation. Palomba provided information regarding 
records retention requirements of City social media accounts and noted that posts need 
to be archived and that it is too time consuming and difficult to ensure each post is 
preserved in the appropriate manner without using a service such as Archive Social. 
Palomba requested $995 to use the service for the remainder of the fiscal year. Palomba 
indicated this is month to month service and not a contract. The City can stop service and 
change providers at any time with relatively short notice. Balkum, seconded by 
Turnbull, moved to approve a budget allocation of $995 to use the services of 
Archive Social for record keeping and compliance for all City social media 
platforms. A vote was cast and the motion carried unanimously. 

Mayor Steinhagen called for a recess at 8:47 p.m. 

The meeting reconvened at 9: 10 p.m. 

13. FY 2017-2018 Mid-Year Budget Amendment. No discussion or action. Item is 
postponed to the next agenda. 

Steinhagen moved to Item 16. 

16. Council Member Reports and Announcements 

a. Mayor's Report and Announcements -
b. Mayor Pro Tern Orchard - Fire Protection Services 
c. Council Member Turnbull - Budget, Finance and Investment 
d. Council Member Herren - Roads and Transportation 
e. Council Member Woodham - Code of Ordinance Update 
f. Council Member Balkum - Communications, Community Engagement, 
Emergency Services Committee 

Mayor Steinhagen announced that the City is participating in Rockwall's Household 
Hazardous Waste Day and a limited number of vouchers are available at City Hall. 
Citizens are encouraged to coordinate efforts with their HOA or neighbors to make the 
most use of the vouchers. 

Council Member Herren provided a brief update regarding S.H. 205 planned 
improvements noting that project let dates have been push to 2022. Herren also remarked 
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Council Members meeting does not constitute a quorum. Herren mentioned that he is 
working on getting information regarding the turn lane into Sonoma Verde noting is has 
been damaged by construction vehicles. 
21. Reports 

a. Financial Reports for February 2018 
b. Building Official Report for February 2018 
c. Rockwall County Sherriff Activity for February 2018 
d. Mclendon-Chisholm Volunteer Fire Department and EMS Activity for February 
2018 

Reports were provided for informational purposes. No action was taken. 

25. Council Member Turnbull, seconded by Council Member Herren, moved to 
adjourn the meeting . The motion was approved by unanimous consent. The 
meeting adjourned at 10:52 p.m. 

ATTEST: APPROVED: 
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