
CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
City of Mclendon-Chisholm, Texas 

Meeting Minutes 
September 10, 2019 

The City Council of the City of Mclendon-Chisholm convened in Regular Session on 
Tuesday, September 10, 2019, at City Hall, 1371 West FM 550, Mclendon-Chisholm, 
Texas, with the following members present: 

ATTENDING: 

Staff Present: 

Keith Short 
Jim Bloom 
Nathan Hodges 
Lorna Kipphut 
William Dahl 
Trudy Woessner 

Lisa Palomba 
Jim Simmons 
Michael Halla 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

Mayor 
Mayor Pro-Tern 
Council Member 
Council Member 
Council Member 
Council Member 

City Administrator/City Secretary 
Fire Chief 
City Attorney 

Mayor Short called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. 

2. INVOCATION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO U.S. AND TEXAS FLAGS 

Mayor Short delivered the Invocation and led the Pledge of Allegiance to the U.S. and 
Texas Flags. 

3. RULES OF DECORUM 

Mayor Short announced the Rules of Decorum are in place and are to be observed 
throughout the meeting. 

4. CITIZEN COMMENTS 

Jim Herren , 1118 Warwick Ct. Thanked the Council for all their hard work. Stated he 
hoped the Council hasn't dropped the ball on infrastructure. He knows we've got plans to 
move forward with 205 and he can see they are working on 550. We need to make sure 
we're going to continue to look at what we're going to do to expand our infrastructure and 
what we doing as far as the comprehensive building plan. I was talking to Mr. Kipphut 
about that. You know we talked about looking at going out and redoing our comprehensive 
building plan, looking at our new infrastructure that's going to be in place with 205 and 
550, where we're going to put our location for our businesses in the future because 
although we don't have very many businesses that want to come in at this time until 
actually all the infrastructure gets in place, but once it's in place we need to decide what 



we want to have and we need to have that in place before they start doing the roads. I'd 
like to help as much as I can. As far as 7.8, you have a plan in place that exists today. 
Developers are for-profit entities. They're there to make money so whatever they're doing 
they're going to do it so that they make the most amount of money possible. So, whatever 
they tell you, make sure that you get whatever they say in writing. Make sure everything 
they say is in writing and I would say don't lower or lessen any of the requirements to 
allow them to come in. So, if today's requirement is that they have to put a golf course in 
before they can put in any houses, I wouldn't reduce that. We also need to look at Sonoma 
Verde. We had additional costs that we never knew, never anticipated. So, before we go 
in and build any new large housing subdivisions, we need to look at what the infrastructure 
costs are going to be to the city. We need to understand what that is because those costs 
later on are going to be carried by the citizens of this city at some time in the future. We 
just need to look at things and make sure we're doing things smartly. 

Sharon Donegan, 2620 Ridgelake Drive. I'd like to thank Councilman Dahl for his time in 
explaining the issues dealing with the budget. He gave my husband a very good 
explanation for this proposed tax. We also received a letter from Council Woman Kipphut 
that mentioned the proposed tax. Due to the importance of the information, the process 
of communicating is better when prompted by the Council. Getting complete and thorough 
information while attending a city council is challenging at best. We're both concerned 
about the future of the tax rate after this budget year because the previous councils' 
actions regarding this Safer Grant, which we both felt unnecessary and void of strong 
approval we now have a more complex situation. A thorough study of how the city plans 
to address the future to include funding and level of service should be a priority to the city 
staff and council. The development of potential policy and ramifications are hopefully 
being initiated now. Town hall meetings should be utilized to inform the citizens. In regard 
to the proposed development agenda 7.8., we are not in favor for many reasons. Lot size 
is important but there are other critical issues in planning for the development in our city. 

Robert Quinn, 1401 Carrara Drive. Triple Creek- lot size is one issue there. I think you've 
all voiced support for a certain lot size, an acre and a half. I think there's some give there. 
I think one-acre lot sizes are something that we could get behind. But if they want to revisit 
the plan and change the plan, I think the whole plan needs to be revisited not just dropping 
a golf course to give us some ballfields. A golf course is going to bring in revenue from 
outside of our area and that's not a bad thing but if that's going away and it's just going to 
be ballfields and all that, now we need a Park and Rec Department. It's nothing but cost 
on us and again the same concerns when Sonoma Verde went in with the traffic and all 
that. Yes, roads are being widened but it's going to be a nightmare for the foreseeable 
future. Adding more construction trucks at this time is probably not a great idea. 

Larry Reynolds, 851 S. Hwy 205. I'm just against high-density. Everywhere I've seen that, 
like Heartland where they start doing that kind of stuff makes you give up. There is nothing 
good that goes on out there. I like the one and a half acres but I'm not against something 
a little smaller. 

Scott Turnbull, 1117 Newkirk Ct. I'm here to talk about the development and I want to 
quote a very wise gentleman who addressed the special meeting of the P&Z on April 17, 
2014 when the subject was discussed . He stated he respected the developer trying to be 



generous but he was against the development and please do not let greed play a factor 
in this . Tonight, I'll ask you the same thing, don't trade the ballparks, the soccer fields, 
and accept the cost that goes with them from the developer. Mr. Bloom, I appreciate your 
wise advice at that meeting. 

Brian Caldaronia. 15 Fireside Dr. Regarding the Triple Creek subdivision, I understand 
this current council is testing the waters in terms of where you guys land on the one-and
a-half-acre minimum. I would like to think the owners of the proposed property have the 
same desires as the rest of our citizens and respect the desires of the rest of our citizens, 
but it appears that may not be the case. Bottom line is that we do have a minimum lot 
size requirement for a reason and we do not have the infrastructure currently to support 
such a subdivision where it currently is proposed and if this council enertains discussions 
with this developer, it's my belief that they would be undermining the will of the people. 
Developers will tell you that one-and-a-half-acre lot subdivisions aren't profitable. What 
they mean is that they aren't profitable enough. There's clearly the desire and demand 
for one and a half acre lots and I believe this makes Mclendon-Chisholm a unique 
destination for people seeking a little more space close to amenities and within 
commuting distance to Dallas. We have seen by past developers that you shouldn't 
believe everything they say. Baseball and soccer fields, pools, and golf courses are just 
diversions from the true goal of a developer to cram as many homes into as small an area 
as possible while burdening the homeowners or the city with maintenance costs of poorly 
and hastily constructed amenities. That's a horrible precedent to set. I do have one item 
I'd like to take off the agenda and that's in regard to overpayment of city salaries. I'd like 
to thank those who questioned their own paychecks and notifying the city of being 
overpaid. However, it raises some very serious questions regarding the city and the city 
accountant's ability to be good stewards of our hard-earned money. I know you can't 
directly respond to questions during citizens comments, but I offer the following questions 
to maybe be addressed at some later point. Where are the checks and balances? Who 
is putting their eyes on the bank statements? Do each of the councilmembers see those 
statements? I recognize that budgets aren't set payment schedules but some items like 
salaries are a known quantity so I urge you to get more eyes on the city's bank accounts. 

Michael Davis. 106 Chaney Pl. I find myself echoing what some of the other citizens have 
said here about 7.8, the Triple Creek expansion. A simple case there just isn't the 
infrastructure to support the density of that. The future land use maps, while somewhat 
outdated from a couple of years ago, at no point has there been that level of density in 
that area and if anybody tried to get out of the city this morning you know exactly what 
type of traffic we're dealing with right now and that's minus three hundred new houses, 
each house averaging two new cars, 600 new cars at a time when we're coming up on 
205 being shut down and under construction for a decade, 550 right now is in the midst 
of it. Neither of those roads are controlled by the city which means that their maintenance 
repair is at the purview of a governing body outside of this chamber. If those roads are 
too small for it, we have no control or influence to guarantee that they'll get big enough to 
meet the growth of what's coming in. Altura already has a new development going down 
to that area that's going to add density that's outside of the control. Having another one 
in there amongst everything else that's going to be rolling through here, I think that would 
be ill cited for the time frame they have. At some point in the future there may be a place 
where we go back and start looking at granting greater and greater density, but I think 



right now we can look at one acre lots to be accommodating potentially if it came down 
to it in the right area. I think the largest one they're going to be proposing is a third acre. 
That's just too much for that space for this road to try to get in and out across here. We 
don't need the tax dollars or the burden that's going to come with that. The police force 
needed to go in with that, the additional load on the fire department to go in there. Then 
just again the fact that we don't have the infrastructure to support that, taxes aside. 

5. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

5.1. August 13, 2019 City Council Meeting 

MOTION: APPROVE MINUTES OF THE AUGUST 13, 2019 CITY COUNCIL 
MEETING AS PRESENTED. 

MADE BY: 
SECONDED BY: 
APPROVAL: 

Council Member Kipphut 
Council Member Woessner 
Unanimous 

6.2. August 27, 2019 City Council Meeting 

MOTION: APPROVE MINUTES OF THE AUGUST 27, 2019 CITY COUNCIL 
MEETING AS PRESENTED. 

MADE BY: 
SECONDED BY: 
APPROVAL: 

Council Member Kipphut 
Council Member Bloom 
Unanimous 

7. ITEMS FOR CONSIDERATION 

7.1. Hold a Public Hearing to receive comments regarding setting the Tax Rate 
to $0.165000 per $100 valuation on all taxable property for Fiscal Year 
starting October 1, 2019 and ending September 30, 2020. 

Mayor Short opened the Public Hearing at 6:52 p.m. 

Adrienne Balkum, 1518 Firenza Court. When we started the department for fire rescue, it 
was supposed to be a good thing to make sure that we are meeting a certain budget. 
Based on the information that you are receiving, I think it's time to actually go back and 
review the numbers, especially with the salaries and what are the actual requirements of 
TCFP and also the codes for NFPA regarding the equipment and things of that nature 
just for your own personal knowledge. I want you guys to understand and be encouraged 
to do the due diligence of looking at the numbers, knowing what our call volume is, and 
making sure that we are making that number with adequate staffing. Another thing, when 
you are looking at this map, just know that this is just like a little bit of the puzzle and 



understand that the contract that was already started many years ago about the golf 
course, you know it's going to be one of those things that you have to make this tough 
decision and stand and not waiver what that development agreement is. I urge you to 
look at the information and be considerate that most of the people that are here live here 
for a reason, it's because of the open spaces, because of the type of lifestyle. 

Scott Turnbull. 1117 Newkirk Ct. In regard to your tax rate, I hope you'll reconsider. I 
appreciate the sales pitch that you've given on it that you're doing it for public safety, 
however, the numbers don't add up. You're looking at buying a $850,000 ladder truck and 
that's being pushed because it's going to be almost out of date. What's being ignored is 
you have four other vehicles that are either at or past the recommended age that you will 
not have money to replace and still have money for the ladder truck. Frankly, I think your 
use of public safety as a fleecing method to get an increased tax rate is abominable and 
again, I hope that you will reconsider it and I hope that you have a budget that will work 
at the rollback rate because if this rate passes, I can promise you that there will be a 
rollback election. 

Mark Kipphut, 31 Fireside. With regard to the tax rate, two weeks ago I made a comment 
that I wasn't sure the dots connected. I'm not sure that everybody heard what I was 
saying, but at the end of the day what I was saying was the budget didn't necessarily 
equate in the tax rate. Since that time, I applaud the city staff for the work that's been 
done and now see the need to sustain that push forward on a 16.5 tax rate. I found the 
prior speakers comments reprehensive to threaten the city with a rollback election based 
on their own actions that resulted in the financial difficulties the city lays in now. Code 
enforcement was something they brought forward but did not properly provision for. 
Consolidation of roles and missions into a single individual collapsing the size of the city 
staff has left an overworked staff and mistakes. This budget starts to fix that and gets 
back into appropriate checks and balances inside our administrative side of the 
government. Fire Department, probably the most controversial subject this city has faced 
over the last three years. We had a very well-functioning volunteer fire department. 
Decision was made by the prior council to bring that into the city. Long term probably the 
right decision, really the issue was about the timeline. It's now been done, water under 
the bridge. To start provisioning to move forward is a necessary step. Moving on to the 
reserve funds, finally we have a council that's going to create a fund balance policy for 
reserve funds which will specifically allow funds not to be moved around as was done 
previously with excess funds that were used to buy unnecessary equipment in my 
judgement, but at the end of the day this council is moving forward and I applaud the 
council for creating that policy, for putting those funds into that policy and therefore 
provision the city for the long-term. 

David Black, 1419 Siena Lane. I don't know what the decorum is in this city, but for people 
to complain against each other. With no facts, the rest of us are kind of lost, but you're in 
charge. Also, I think Chief Simmons did say trucks don't have to cost $800,000. I looked 
at the minutes from the last meeting and a lot of people talked about transparency which 



could be a generic term and is quite often overused, but a few people gave specifics. I 
haven't seen any answers to those specifics in the minor additional information that was 
provided in the agenda packet, so unfortunately, I didn't meet like Mark did with anyone 
there to be convinced of the numbers and maybe he's the only one in the entire city that 
did. Again, it would be good for people to see how the numbers work out to arrive at the 
rate . I know last time Councilman Dahl had said the CPA came up with a number as a 
breakeven number for Safer. That's great, are those records public knowledge, can we 
see them just as a matter of transparency. I appreciate though you did include the fund 
balances you plan in your staff report for the city's fund balance policy. I guess that 
includes the tax assumption of the new tax rate. 

Valerie Bodart. 402 Cattle Baron Drive. I believe someone violated a Decorum rule. I don't 
know what the rules are especially, but as far as berating someone else who just spoke, 
I don't think that's acceptable or good. All those meetings you all had, all the workshops, 
the retreat, I was here and I saw so much indecision and so much confusion and I left the 
final time not knowing if you guys really even knew what you wanted to do, but suddenly 
now you have a budget. It took a long time, but now it's raised a lot of questions and I just 
really hope that you all have studied it out, that you've consulted with the appropriate 
people who know what they're doing and knowing that this is your first budget as a council, 
but still this is very important to our city. I heard a lot of the word transparency being used 
and good stewards for this city. I hope you all meant all of that because looking at the 
budget and hearing what I heard, I think you have a little way to go on that. 

Mayor Short closed the public hearing 7:07 p.m. 

7.2. Hold a Public Hearing to receive input regarding the proposed Annual 
Budget for Fiscal Year starting October 1, 2019 and ending September 30, 
2020. 

Mayor Short opened the Public Hearing at 7:08 p.m. 

Scott Turnbull, 1117 Newkirk Ct. On the budget, I find it interesting that comments have 
been made about how there would be no fat in the budget, that a laser pointer was going 
to be used and you let one of your department heads put a blanket 15% increase on his 
expenses without justification. I know very few companies that give across the board 7% 
raises to their employees. I think that as far as transparency, you haven't met your goal. 
There's a lot of things you need to explain . One thing is there was a vote taken to set the 
Safer Grant salaries at $45,000. Most of the safer grant personnel, if they work all of their 
overtime, are making over $50,000. But their base salaries are over the $45,000 that was 
set by the council in a five to zero vote. None of this has been addressed , so I would ask 
that between now and the time when you pass this budget that you go back and review 
that and find out if you're in compliance with what has been passed and put before you . 



Adrienne Balkum. 1518 Firenza Ct. I talked with Chief Simmons several months ago and 
gave him some ideas about how to bring in other monies for the city and that is charging 
in the unincorporated area. I know there are over 60 cities that do this. I hope this is 
something you would consider as a project with the next year. 

Robert Quinn, 1401 Correra. I think we've got some belt-tightening in our future. I think 
that some criticism you guys have received about putting money away for a rainy day, 
that's the whole point of it being projected - we don't know what we don't know. We've 
got infrastructure that is not apparent to a lot of people. If we need to raise taxes, we need 
to raise taxes. I think having more eyes on our finances is a good idea. 

Mlchael Davis, 106 Chaney Place. On the budget, I'm torn philosophically on the flat 
increases towards the fire department. I know that there need to be specific increases 
planned. I'm not a fan of across the board increases in budget. I'm generally a zero-based 
budget approach annually. I am happy that the biggest bulk of that increase, as 
inconvenient as it is, is in fact just for the rainy-day fund. 

Mayor Short closed the Public Hearing at 7:19 p.m. 

7.3. Discussion and action regarding an Ordinance approving and adopting the 
Budget for the Fiscal Year starting October 1, 2019 and ending September 
30, 2020. Council may adopt the Budget this evening or may postpone 
adoption until September 24, 2019. 

MOTION: POSTPONE THE ADOPTION OF THE BUDGET FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 
STARTING OCTOBER 1, 2019 AND ENDING SEPTEMBER 30, 2020 
UNTIL THE SEPTEMBER 24rH MEETING. 

MADE BY: Council Member Bloom 
SECONDED: Council Member Woessner 
APPROVAL: Unanimous 

7.4. Discussion and action regarding a Resolution updating the City's Investment 
Policy. 

MOTION: 

MADE BY: 
SECONDED: 
APPROVAL: 

APPROVE THE RESOLUTION APPROVING THE INVESTMENT POLICY 
AS PRESENTED. 

Council Member Kipphut 
Council Member Bloom 
Unanimous 



7.5. Discussion and action regarding a Resolution establishing the City's Fund 
Balance Policy. 

MOTION: APPROVE A RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING THE CITY'S FUND 
BALANCE POLICY AS PRESENTED AND TO APPLY CURRENT 
AVAILABLE SURPLUS TO THE UNASSIGNED FUND BALANCE 
RESERVE IN AN APPROXIMATE AMOUNT OF $395,200 AND FIRE 
CAPITAL FLEET REPLACEMENT FUND BALANCE RESERVE IN AN 
APPROXIMATE AMOUNT OF $269,800 WITH THE UNDERSTANDING 
THAT ALL MONIES TRANSFERRED FROM MCVFD TO THE CITY WILL 
ALSO BE APPLIED TO THE FIRE CAPITAL FLEET REPLACEMENT 
FUND. 

MADE BY: 
SECONDED BY: 
APPROVED: 

Council Member Bloom 
Council Member Dahl 
Unanimous 

7 .6. Discussion and action regarding an Ordinance approving an amendment to 
the existing Kingsbridge Planned Development Office 1 Zoning District to 
change the rear building setback to 15' and to allow a maximum lot coverage 
requirement of 40% as defined by the Mclendon-Chisholm Zoning 
Ordinance. The property location is described as 1.065 acres, also described 
as 5763 South State Highway 205, Mclendon-Chisholm, requested by Kevin 
Webb. 

MOTION: APPROVE AN ORDINANCE APPROVING AN AMENDMENT TO THE 
EXISTING KINGSBRIDGE PLANNED DEVELOPMENT OFFICE 1 
ZONING DISTRICT TO CHANGE THE REAR BUILDING SETBACK TO 
15' AND TO ALLOW A MAXIMUM LOT COVERAGE REQUIREMENT OF 
40% AS DEFINED BY THE MCLENDON-CHISHOLM ZONING 
ORDINANCE FOR 1.065 ACRES, ALSO DESCRIBED AS 5763 SOUTH 
STATE HIGHWAY 205 1 MCLENDON-CHISHOLM. 

MADE BY: 
SECONDED BY: 
APPROVAL: 

Council Member Kipphut 
Council Member Dahl 
Unanimous 

7.7. Discussion and action regarding a request from Council Member Kipphut to 
work with the City Administrator in drafting a letter to the Texas Department 
of Transportation (TxDOT) requesting installation of turn lanes into 
subdivisions as part of the State Highway 205 construction project and share 
such information at the next County Road Consortium meeting 



The Council unanimously agreed for Council Member Kipphut and the City Administrator 
to draft a letter to TxDOT requesting installation of turn lanes into subdivisions as part of 
the State Highway 205 construction project and share such information at the next County 
Road Consortium meeting . 

7.8 . City Council will receive a presentation, discuss and may provide direction to the 
applicant related to a future request to amend the Triple Creek Developer's 
Agreement to allow a Planned Development for approximately 145 acres of land 
surrounding City Hall to include 350 single-family homes. Request to be presented 
by Dean Cardwell with Bohler Engineering on behalf of owner, Chiefton 2SX LTD 
Partnership, Rockwall Cad Property ID 11438 and 11477. 

Lance Koch, 4504 League Rd., Frisco, Texas, was present representing Bohler 
Engineering on behalf of owner Chiefton 2SX LTD Partnership. Mr. Koch gave a 
presentation to discuss the future request to amend the Triple Creek Developer's 
Agreement. 

8. UPDATES, DISCUSSION AND DIRECTION TO STAFF 

No Updates, Discussion or Direction to Staff 
9. COUNCIL MEMBER REPORTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

9.1. Mayor Short's Reports and announcements 

Mayor Short gave a report regarding a benefit he participated in to benefit the Child 
Advocacy Center. He stressed what an outstanding program this is and that there would 
be many more activities coming up. 

He also stated that in the near future, he would be recognizing the volunteer firemen who 
have served this community over the years. 

8.2 . Council Member Kipphut's reports and announcements 

The Brick Campaign is still going well. The foundation work will begin tomorrow. 

8.3. Council Member Hodges' reports and announcements 

None 

8.4. Council Member Woessner's reports and announcements 



Plans for MC50 are proceeding to be held on October 19, 2019. The event will be a 
Birthday Celebration and will include a video of the history of Mclendon-Chisholm. They 
will also help kick off the MCFD canned food drive. 

8.5. Mayor Pro Tern Bloom's reports and announcements 

Encouraged citizens to submit applications to serve on the Economic Development 
Advisory Council. 

8.6. Council Member Dahl's reports and announcements 

None 

12. ADJOURN 

There being no further business to discuss, Mayor Short adjourned the meeting at 7:45 
p.m. 

ATTEST: APPROVED: 
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