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INTRODUCTION 
Located in the eastern portion of the Dallas-Fort Worth Metroplex, McLendon-Chisholm is 

recognized as a unique and desirable community that continues to attract new residents while 

maintaining its rural character and small-town charm. The City's natural open spaces, mature trees, 

scenic creek corridors, and distinctive residential neighborhoods contribute significantly to its 

identity and quality of life. 

 

As McLendon-Chisholm continues to grow, residents have expressed a strong desire for expanded 

recreational opportunities, enhanced connectivity, and the preservation of the community's natural 

resources. This Parks Master Plan provides a framework for the development of a connected 

system of parks, trails, open spaces, and recreational facilities that will serve current and future 

residents while protecting the character of the community. 

The purpose of this Parks Master Plan is to identify existing recreational resources, establish park 

classifications and service standards, evaluate future park and trail needs, and provide 

recommendations for the development of a comprehensive parks and recreation system. The Plan 

is intended to serve as a guide for future decision-making, capital improvements, parkland 

dedication, and long-term recreational planning within McLendon-Chisholm. 

 

GROWING COMMUNITY 
Uniquely located along SH 205 between Rockwall and Kaufman Counties, and within convenient 

access to both Dallas and Fort Worth, McLendon-Chisholm offers residents the benefits of a 

growing community while preserving its rural heritage and strong sense of place. The City's 

commitment to thoughtful growth, environmental stewardship, and community investment has 

helped maintain the qualities that residents value most.  As development continues, parks, trails, 

open spaces, and recreational amenities will play an increasingly important role in supporting 

community health, connectivity, and quality of life. The Parks Master Plan establishes a vision for 

a balanced and interconnected system of recreational opportunities that will serve residents for 

generations to come. 

 

COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT - INPUT 
Community engagement was a critical component in the development of this Parks Master Plan. 

During the preparation of the 2021 Comprehensive Plan, residents expressed strong support for 

the creation of a citywide parks and recreation system. Following the Comprehensive Plan process, 

the City's Home Rule Charter established a Parks Board to help guide future planning and 

implementation efforts. 

Public input was gathered through a series of community engagement opportunities, including 

both in-person and online forums conducted as part of the Comprehensive Plan update. The in-

person Community Forum was held on May 15, 2021, at McLendon-Chisholm City Hall and 

provided residents with an opportunity to share their vision for the future of parks, trails, open 

spaces, and recreational amenities.  Further public input directly related to parks, open space, hike-

bike trails, etc. was sought during the 2026 Comprehensive Plan update process.   
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Community feedback demonstrated strong support for: 

• City parks, greenspaces, and community gathering areas. 

• Walking trails, bike paths, and improved connectivity between neighborhoods. 

• Preservation of natural open spaces and environmental resources. 

• Family-oriented recreational amenities and play opportunities. 

• Community gathering spaces and civic destinations. 

Key themes identified through the public engagement process included: 

• Smart and fiscally responsible investment in parks and recreation. 

• Integration of parks and open spaces within future development. 

• Creation of community gathering places, including a potential town square park. 

• Preservation of the rural character and natural beauty of McLendon-Chisholm. 

The recommendations contained within this Parks Master Plan reflect the priorities expressed by 

residents and establish a framework for the development of a connected and sustainable parks and 

recreation system. Survey results indicated that approximately 73.8 percent of respondents 

supported the creation of city parks, greenspaces, and gathering places, demonstrating strong 

community support for expanding recreational opportunities throughout McLendon-Chisholm. 

ACTION AGENDA 
The City Council of McLendon-Chisholm has undertaken several initiatives to support the 

planning, development, and long-term implementation of the City's parks and recreation system. 

These efforts provide the foundation for establishing a connected network of parks, trails, open 

spaces, and recreational amenities that reflects the community's vision and future growth 

objectives. 

 

Key initiatives include: 

• Heritage Center Study (2023) 

• Comprehensive Plan Update (2025) 

• SH 205 Urban Design Overlay District (2026) 

• Subdivision Ordinance Update (2026) 

• Preparation of the McLendon-Chisholm Parks Master Plan (2026) 

• Preparation of the Parkland Dedication Ordinance (2026) 

 

In preparing this Parks Master Plan, the Parks Board reviewed guidance and best practices 

published by the National Recreation and Park Association (NRPA), as well as park planning 

standards from comparable communities throughout the Dallas-Fort Worth region. The Board 

evaluated park classifications, service standards, trail networks, open space preservation strategies, 

and recreational facility needs to develop recommendations tailored to the unique character of 

McLendon-Chisholm. 

 

A series of work sessions, community discussions, and planning exercises were conducted to 

identify current and future recreational needs. The resulting Parks Master Plan establishes a 

framework for the development of a balanced and connected system of Neighborhood Parks, 
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Community Parks, Regional Parks, Green Spine Corridors, and Hike-Bike Trails throughout the 

City. 

 

As the City's first Parks Master Plan, this document is intended to serve as a set of guidelines that 

evolve as the community grows and recreational needs change. To ensure the Plan remains relevant 

and responsive to future development, the Parks Board will conduct annual reviews during the first 

three years following adoption. Thereafter, the Parks Board shall review and update the Parks 

Master Plan every five years. 

Annual Reviews 

• Establish and maintain a prioritization framework for identifying high-, moderate-, and 

• low-priority park and recreation needs. 

Prepare recommendations for park improvements, trail development, open space 

preservation, and recreational facility enhancements. 

• Review and adjust the fees, methodology calculations and parkland dedication ordinance 

• Develop recommendations related to park acquisition, park development, maintenance, 

and the use of parkland dedication fees. 

• Prepare implementation strategies and project schedules for recommended 

improvements. 

• Evaluate anticipated funding requirements and capital improvement needs over a ten-year 

planning horizon. 

Five-Year Plan Reviews 

• Conduct citizen surveys and public engagement efforts related to parks, trails, and 

recreation. 

• Evaluate the effectiveness of the Parks Master Plan and identify areas requiring updates. 

• Review and update park planning priorities, service standards, and implementation 

strategies. 

• Update the ten-year implementation program, cost estimates, and funding 

recommendations. 

• Assess future opportunities for expanding parks, trails, open spaces, and recreational 

amenities throughout the City. 

 

CRITERIA FOR STANDARDS 
This Parks Master Plan incorporates planning principles and best practices established by the 

National Recreation and Park Association (NRPA), which is widely recognized as the national 

standard for parks and recreation planning. These guidelines provide a framework for evaluating 

park needs, establishing service standards, and planning for the acquisition, development, and 

management of parks and recreational facilities.   

 

While NRPA standards provide an important benchmark, they are intended to serve as guidelines 

rather than strict requirements. Every community possesses unique characteristics, growth 

patterns, natural resources, and recreational priorities. Therefore, the recommendations contained 

within this Parks Master Plan have been adapted to reflect the specific needs and vision of 

McLendon-Chisholm.  As the City's first Parks Master Plan, this document establishes a 

framework for the development of a connected system of Neighborhood Parks, Community Parks, 

Regional Parks, Green Spine Corridors, open spaces, and Hike-Bike Trails. The recommendations 
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presented herein are intended to evolve over time as the community grows and recreational needs 

change.  

 

The purpose of utilizing NRPA guidance is to provide a foundation for evaluating existing 

resources, identifying future needs, and establishing a balanced parks and recreation system that 

enhances quality of life for residents. These standards should be applied in conjunction with 

community input, land use 

planning, environmental 

stewardship, and sound 

planning practices. 

 

The McLendon-Chisholm 

Parks Board recognizes the 

value of park and recreation 

standards as: 

• A nationally 

recognized 

benchmark for 

evaluating park and 

recreation facilities 

and services. 

• A guide for 

determining future 

land needs for parks, 

trails, and recreational 

amenities. 

• A framework for 

assessing recreational 

needs within a 

connected citywide 

park system. 

• A planning tool that 

supports coordinated growth, community development, and open space preservation. 

• A basis for identifying opportunities to enhance quality of life through expanded 

recreational opportunities. 

• A resource for establishing equitable access to parks and recreational amenities throughout 

the City's four Park Zones. 

 

The standards and recommendations contained within this Parks Master Plan should be reviewed 

periodically and updated as necessary to ensure they continue to reflect the needs, priorities, and 

long-term vision of the McLendon-Chisholm community. 
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PARK CLASSIFICATION SYSTEM 
In In preparing McLendon-Chisholm's first Parks Master Plan, the City evaluated existing parks 

developed by both public and private entities, the community's natural environment, floodplain 

corridors, growth patterns, and 

public input gathered through the 

Comprehensive Plan process. 

The Parks Board utilized the 

National Recreation and Park 

Association (NRPA) park 

classification system as a 

foundation for establishing a 

balanced and connected network 

of parks, trails, open spaces, and 

recreational amenities throughout 

the City. 

 

While each park will be unique 

in character and design, the 

City's park system is organized 

into the following classifications: 

 

Neighborhood Parks  

Neighborhood Parks serve as the foundation of the City's park system and are intended to 

provide convenient recreational opportunities within walking and bicycling distance of 

surrounding residential areas. These parks are generally between 10 and 15 acres in size and are 

typically located within a ¼- to ½-

mile service area of nearby 

neighborhoods. 

Neighborhood Parks may include 

playgrounds, picnic areas, benches, 

shade structures, open lawn areas, 

basketball courts, multi-purpose 

fields, walking paths, and other 

amenities designed to support 

everyday recreation and community 

gathering opportunities. 

 

Community Parks Community Parks serve a broader population and provide a wider range of 

recreational opportunities than Neighborhood Parks. These parks are generally between 25 and 

100 acres in size and are strategically distributed throughout the City's four Park Zones to ensure 

equitable access for residents. 
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- Community Parks typically include all amenities commonly found within Neighborhood 

Parks, while also providing 

larger recreation facilities 

such as athletic fields, sports 

complexes, trail 

connections, pavilions, 

restrooms, and open space 

preserves. 

- Community Parks may also 

accommodate recreation 

centers, event spaces, and 

destination play areas. 

 

Special Purpose Parks include: 

- Special Purpose Parks are designed to accommodate specific recreational activities or 

community needs that may not be appropriate within Neighborhood Parks or Community 

Parks. These facilities are typically smaller in size and serve a focused recreational 

purpose. 

- Examples of Special Purpose Parks include: 

• Pocket Parks (1 to 3 acres) 

• Trailheads (1 to 2 acres) 

• Community Plazas (0.25 to 1 acre) 

• Dog Parks 

• Skate Parks 

• Practice Fields 

• Event Spaces and Gathering Areas 

• Other specialty recreational facilities 

- While parks smaller than five acres are generally discouraged due to maintenance and 

operational considerations, smaller park sites may be appropriate when serving a unique 

recreational purpose or enhancing connectivity within the City's park and trail system. 

 

Linear Parks & Open Spaces  

- Linear Parks and Open Spaces function as recreational corridors that connect parks, 

neighborhoods, schools, civic destinations, and natural resources throughout the 

community. These areas often follow creek corridors, drainageways, utility easements, or 

transportation corridors and provide opportunities for walking, jogging, bicycling, nature 

observation, and passive recreation. 

- Within McLendon-Chisholm, Linear Parks and Open Spaces play an important role in 

connecting the City's Park Zones and supporting the broader Green Spine Corridor system. 

 

Hike and Bike Trails  

- The City's Hike-Bike Trail system serves as a key 

component of the overall parks and recreation 

network. The trail system is intended to provide 



  City of McLendon-Chisholm 
   City Hall 

    1371 West FM 550 

         McLendon-Chisholm, TX 75032 

Page | 10 

 

safe and convenient non-motorized connections between neighborhoods, parks, schools, 

open spaces, and community destinations. 

- The proposed trail network includes a hierarchy of primary, secondary, and local trail 

connections that improve accessibility, encourage healthy lifestyles, and enhance 

community connectivity. 

 

Green Spine Corridor 

- The Green Spine Corridor serves as the organizing framework of the City's parks, open 

space, and trail system. Generally following floodplain and creek systems, the corridor 

provides opportunities for recreation, 

environmental stewardship, wildlife habitat 

preservation, and watershed protection. 

- The Green Spine Corridor creates a 

continuous network of natural open spaces 

that links Neighborhood Parks, Community 

Parks, Regional Parks, and trail facilities 

throughout the City while preserving 

important environmental resources. 

 

 

Regional Parks  

- Regional Parks are large-scale recreational and open space facilities that serve residents 

throughout McLendon-

Chisholm and the surrounding 

region. These parks are typically 

associated with significant 

natural resources, floodplain 

systems, and major recreational 

destinations. 

- Regional Parks may provide 

both active and passive 

recreational opportunities, 

including extensive trail 

systems, natural areas, athletic 

facilities, event spaces, environmental education opportunities, wildlife habitat 

preservation, and nature-based recreation. 

- Within McLendon-Chisholm, Regional Parks are closely integrated with the Green Spine 

Corridor and are intended to preserve the City's natural character while providing 

recreational opportunities for future generations. 

 

McLendon-Chisholm Parks Master Plan 
- The McLendon-Chisholm Parks Master Plan identifies a connected system of 

Neighborhood Parks, Community Parks, Regional Parks, Green Spine Corridors, and 

Hike-Bike Trails distributed throughout the City's four Park Zones. The proposed system 
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is intended to enhance connectivity, preserve natural resources, expand recreational 

opportunities, and support the City's long-term growth and quality of life. 

-  

Element Quantity / Area Description 

Green Corridor 

Trails 
12.82 Miles 

Linear trail system connecting parks, neighborhoods, 

and open spaces throughout the City. 

Primary Trails 21.80 Miles 
Major hike and bike trail corridors providing citywide 

connectivity between park zones. 

Secondary Trails 23.91 Miles 
Supporting trail network connecting neighborhoods to 

parks and primary trail corridors. 

Minor Trails 22.17 Miles 
Local trail connections providing neighborhood access 

to the larger trail system. 

Neighborhood 

Parks 

10 Sites / 359.40 

Acres 

Neighborhood parks distributed throughout the four 

Park Zones serving nearby residents. 

Community 

Parks 

4 Sites / 569.90 

Acres 

Community parks strategically located throughout the 

City providing recreation opportunities for all residents. 

Regional Parks 986.40 Acres 

Regional park system utilizing floodplain and open 

space areas to provide large-scale recreation and 

conservation opportunities. 

Green Spine 

Corridor 
755.70 Acres 

Central green corridor and open space network forming 

the backbone of the City's parks and trails system. 

Northwest Park 

Zone 

225.50 Acres Parks / 

21.35 Miles Trails 

Park and trail facilities serving the northwest portion of 

the City. 

Northeast Park 

Zone 

257.00 Acres Parks / 

16.82 Miles Trails 

Park and trail facilities serving the northeast portion of 

the City. 

Southwest Park 

Zone 

1,061.40 Acres 

Parks / 26.09 Miles 

Trails 

Park and trail facilities serving the southwest portion of 

the City. 

Southeast Park 

Zone 

378.00 Acres Parks / 

13.85 Miles Trails 

Park and trail facilities serving the southeast portion of 

the City. 
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